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Welcome to your first issue 
of ARCH magazine!
ARCH magazine is the newest benefit for members 
and supporters of the organization. Inside, you can 
get the scoop on projects, events, and updates, 
with plenty of full-color photos.

Thank you to our faithful supporters who have 
made this magazine possible. Be sure to share this 
magazine with friends who may also be interested 
in supporting the work of ARCH.

If you are not currently a supporter of ARCH, we 
hope you will consider joining with us to help 
protect and preserve historically and culturally 
significant assets and historic places in Allen 
County and Northeast Indiana. 

Read about our membership options on page 13 
or visit:

archfw.org/join

Seeking 
ARCHIE 
nominees

Scorecard 
and Calendar 
of Events

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO. 1594
FORT WAYNE, IN

ARCH INC.
818 LAFAYETTE ST.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46802-2710



  ARCH MAGAZINE  3
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OUR MISSION
Advocate for the protection and 
preservation of historically significant 
buildings, structures, landscapes, 
and cultural heritages in Allen 
County and northeast Indiana.

ARCH INC.
818 Lafayette Street 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802-2710

(260) 426-5117

information@archfw.org

North Anthony Boulevard now 
part of National Register

The North Anthony Boulevard Historic 
District is now part of the National Register 
of Historic Places, the nation’s official list of 
properties considered worthy of preservation.

The residential historic district boundaries 
are roughly along North Anthony Boulevard 
from Lake to Crescent avenues. North Antho-
ny was a key feature in the 1911 Park and 
Boulevard Plan for Fort Wayne by landscape 
architect George Kessler. Kessler’s work was 
part of Fort Wayne’s City Beautiful planning; 
his concepts completely transformed public 
and private development throughout the com-
munity and led to the development of many 
of Fort Wayne’s historic twentieth-century 
residential areas.

The North Anthony Boulevard Historic Dis-
trict contains a mixture of architectural styles 
and forms ranging from Craftsman Bungalow, 
American Foursquare, Colonial Revival and 
Tudor Revival to post-war examples of the 
Ranch style. The boulevard is 100 feet wide 
and still features the distinctive London Plane 
trees on both sides of the sidewalks that were 
part of Kessler’s 1911 plan.

“In addition to its importance as a vital 
transportation corridor, the North Anthony 
Boulevard Historic District is also a great 
place to live and play,” said Fort Wayne 
Mayor Tom Henry. “The designation serves as 

recognition of the uniqueness of the neigh-
borhood and is a great source of pride for our 
entire community.”

North Anthony residents worked with the 
City and State Historic Preservation offices to 
nominate the area to the National Register. 
The project was funded in part by a grant 
from the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service Historic Preservation 
Fund. The Fund is administered by the Indi-
ana Department of Natural Resources, Divi-
sion of Historic Preservation and Archaeology.

Nominees for ARCHIE Awards, 
Most Endangered List sought

The Preservation Committee needs your 
nominations! Every year ARCH celebrates 
hard work and successful projects in local 
historic preservation through the ARCHIE 
Awards. Awards are given to owners of out-
standing single-family, multi-family, commer-
cial, and institutional preservation efforts; cre-
ative adaptive reuses; and exceptional efforts 
of individuals. Since 1992 ARCH has brought 
attention to important features of our shared 
streetscapes that should be saved through our 
Local Most Endangered List. 

Send us the address of that great resto-
ration you saw. Tell us the name of that 
promising new face on the preservation scene. 
Make sure we don’t miss recognizing that 
commercial renovation or sympathetic new 
addition in your neighborhood that you notice 
every time you drive to the store. 

Likewise, send us your list of the historic 
treasures that are under threat from disuse, 
neglect, or demolition in Allen County. 

Send your suggestions to ARCH via Jill  
McDevitt at jmcdevitt@archfw.org, phone 
(260) 426-5117, or mail 818 Lafayette St., 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 by March 6.  

Tour 14 beautiful, unique homes from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Follow ARCH at facebook.com/archfw for updates

HISTORIC SOUTHWOOD PARK

HOME & GARDEN TOUR

JUNE 
27

SAVE the DATE:

Stay up-to-date with 
ARCH news online:  

archfw.org/news
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Look forward, remember the past
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As ARCH begins to look forward to our 
40th anniversary year, we’re trying to 
both reach back to our roots and look 

to the future. Incorporated on July 24, 1975, 
ARCH has had a proud history in Fort Wayne, 
trying to make sure that those elements of our 
history that are so critical in “place-making,” 
as it’s now called, remain. 

Back in the 1970s when ARCH was found-
ed, elements of Fort Wayne that made the 
downtown such a lively place were being 
demolished. ARCH was formed to help fight 
those demolitions, in order to preserve those 
special places that make Fort Wayne both au-
thentic and unique. Whether talking about the 
truly magnificent architectural gems of Fort 
Wayne like the Baker Street Station, Embassy 
Theatre, and Allen County Courthouse, or 
the quality found in historic districts like the 
Landing, West Central, or Southwood Park, 
ARCH has fought and will continue to fight 
to preserve Fort Wayne’s past. We try to save 
these places because, as the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation says, “they matter.” 
They matter because everyone and every 
place has a history. Preserving what defines 
us as a community, to be reused and restored, 

keeps our community strong and gives each 
new generation of Fort Wayne a real touch-
stone to come home to. 

This magazine looks back to some of the 
original mimeographed newsletters of the 
’70s (Remember that ink smell?) and forward 
to the days when all of our communication 
becomes digital. Our members are what give 
ARCH strength in the community, and making 
sure that you stay connected and committed 
is of paramount importance. We’ll be sending 
out information to our members and support-
ers both in this “analog” printed form as well 
as in digital form on our updated website, 
www.archfw.org. We hope that this magazine 
will serve as a great “door opener” for intro-
ducing the concepts of historic preservation 
to residents of Allen County who are not yet 
ARCH members. We also hope that you’ll be 
ambassadors of those concepts to let others 
know why preservation matters to you.

Please share a copy of this with your friends 
and with your office, and you’ll be able to say 
that you support keeping the treasures of Fort 
Wayne not only for your enjoyment, but for 
the use of your kids and grandkids. Thank you 
again for your support of ARCH. 

Huxford House 
renovations help 
stabilize, beautify 
historic structure

When ARCH purchased the Dr. Merchant 
W. Huxford House at 520 Tennessee Ave. in 
September 2013, it had been vacant for years. 
The house, which reportedly was built with 
salvaged beams from the first fort in Fort 
Wayne, needed some love. 

After securing funding through donations 
and grants from the city, our primary focus 
was to stabilize the exterior of the house. 

We’ve tuckpointed all of the original mason-
ry walls and stone foundation and restored 
or rebuilt the historic windows. Many of the 
original windows were still in the house in 
varying degrees of disrepair, ranging from 
broken glass to rotten muntins and sills. All 
of the windows were removed for restoration 
and have been brought back to great con-
dition. Over time, some windows had been 

filled in to create shelves and doors had been 
added for convenience. When the exterior 
brick was cleaned and restored these windows 
were opened back up and doors were closed 
off using historic bricks. By December 2014, 
all of the windows were reinstalled and the 
exterior was approaching completion.

Since ARCH hosted the first leg of our an-
nual Holiday Jewels progressive dinner at the 
Huxford House in December, our contractors 
have been hard at work. 

Since the first week of December, the 
first and second floors were leveled, sup-
port beams reset, and new framing on the 
first story was installed. The biggest change 
however, is the front door. When the Greek 
Revival-style house was built, the front 
entrance was grander than it appeared when 
ARCH purchased the building. The original 
sidelight openings were still visible from the 
interior, and with that evidence, ARCH had a 
new door surround built with sidelights, wood 
panels, and a transom. Soon the new door 
surround will be visible to passersby and, as 
weather permits, new stairs and a handicap 
accessible ramp will also be built, completing 
the exterior restoration of the house. Take a 
drive and check it out for yourself! 

Recent renovations at the 
Dr. Merchant W. Huxford 
House on Tennessee 
Avenue include: left 
top, interior walls; left 
bottom, tuckpointed 
masonry walls and stone 
foundation; right, a new 
door surround.

Copyright 2015 by ARCH Inc. Brief excerpts of articles in this publication may be reprinted without a 
request for permission if ARCH magazine is acknowledged in print as the source. Contact the executive 
director for permisson to reprint entire articles. ARCH Magazine is published three times a year for friends 
and supporters of ARCH Inc. Magazine design and production by Rockhill Design.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

ARCH Inc., 818 Lafayette St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802-2710.

ARCH Executive Director   
Michael Galbraith

P ROJ E C T S
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HBy Jill McDevitt
ARCH Preservation Specialist

Historic commercial corridors, 
where people once shopped, 
ate, and played on a daily basis 

in cities across the country, have had 
a difficult time staying relevant in a 
world where much of the population 
has left cities for the new suburbs 
and large commercial chains have 
followed to meet their consumer 
needs. These commercial corridors, 
sometimes referred to as commercial 
nodes, brought services and goods 
to neighborhoods as they expanded 
outside the core of downtown Fort 
Wayne. 

Built along transportation lines and busy 
thoroughfares, these historic commercial 
buildings served the laborers who worked in 
nearby factories and neighborhood families. 
After the end of streetcar or trolley service 
and the flight to the suburbs, these commer-
cial corridors began to struggle. Even though 
corridors were located on major thorough-
fares and bus routes leading to and from 
downtown, occupancy rates suffered. 

Today, as Fort Wayne sees a renewed in-
terest in downtown and urban living, there is 
new hope for these commercial corridors. 

Increased interest in urban living has 
helped make these places more successful 
again. Not only does that mean the residential 
neighborhoods surrounding these corridors 
are becoming more vibrant, but there are also 
more residents on the corridor itself. These 
late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century 
buildings are opportunities for mixed-use 

development, allowing for residential and 
commercial space in the same building. With 
increased neighborhood support, motivated 
individuals and organizations are working to 
revitalize commercial corridors in Fort Wayne. 

Historic commercial corridors in Fort 
Wayne include the 4000 block of South 
Wayne Avenue, areas along Broadway, Wells 
Street, South Calhoun Street, and West Main 
Street, just to name a few. Along South Cal-
houn Street, a concerted effort has been made 
to revitalize the area, branded as “SoCal.” The 
4000 block of South Wayne Street, a small 
commercial block which once included a Hoo-
sier Grocery, now has had multiple storefronts 
rehabilitated and occupied. 

Along Broadway ARCH has been rehabili-
tating two storefronts in the 1000 block while 
a third is also rehabilitated privately. Further 
south on Broadway are scattered commercial 
groupings with varying degrees of occupan-
cy, especially north and south of the General 
Electric campus. 

West Main Street also has a historic com-
mercial corridor that is still viable today. West 
Main Street was historically a Myaamia trail 
that was used by Native Americans and trad-
ers to reach Fort Wayne. Later, a feeder canal 
was constructed in the neighborhood using 
water from the St. Joseph River for the canal. 
By 1882, the Nickel Plate Railroad had taken 

over the canal beds and earlier railroad lines. 
This helped draw more industry and residen-
tial development to the area, but also cut the 
neighborhood off from downtown, earning it 
the nickname “Nebraska.” 

By 1888, the street car line had been ex-
tended down West Main Street to Leesburg 
Road, reconnecting the neighborhood with 
downtown. Street car service brought workers 
to the nearby knitting mill and meat packing 
plants and offered residents transportation 
downtown. 

Given the Nebraska neighborhood’s dis-
tance from downtown, its location on a street 
car line, and the nearby industries, it comes 
as no surprise that a commercial corridor was 
developing by the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury. Historic maps of the area show multiple 
commercial buildings on the north side of 
West Main near Runnion Avenue. By 1918, 
those storefronts included a moving picture 
house, baker, shoe repair shop, and drugstore. 

Now, along West Main, some of those 
same commercial buildings are occupied by 
local favorites such as Paula’s On Main and 
O’Sullivan’s Italian Pub. Reuse of the historic 
firehouse and residential buildings has also 
added to the vitality of the neighborhood. 

Once again, these commercial corridors are 
serving the needs of neighborhood residents 
and visitors alike. 

All of these improvements in commercial 
corridors across Fort Wayne have been the 
result of hard work and partnerships between 
neighborhood residents, local organizations, 
and the city. The revitalization of these corri-
dors and nodes is beginning to reconnect the 
downtown with the city’s historic neighbor-
hoods, but there is still work to be done. 

CORRIDORS
of  POWER
The rise, fall, and rise of Fort Wayne’s 
historic commercial corridors

The historic commercial corridor 
on West Main Street at Runnion 
Street. O’Sullivan’s Italian Pub and 
Earth Adventures now occupy the 
building on the right.

Fort Wayne commercial 
corridors get attention
The most recent Knight Cities Challenge has 
released its first list of 126 finalists from more 
than 1,300 applications. Two of the finalists have 
project proposals addressing commercial spaces 
in Fort Wayne. From the press release: 

Pop-Up Neighborhood, City of Fort Wayne  
Submitted by Kate Riordan 
Creating pop-up vibrant neighborhoods by 
providing entrepreneurs subsidized rates in small 
sections of underused commercial corridors for 
an extended time to stimulate public and private 
investment in targeted areas. 

Re:Place | Re:Purpose, Big Car Collaborative 
Submitted by Jim Walker
Testing quick, innovative solutions for repurposing 
vacant buildings and bringing more vitality to 
neighborhoods by bringing together a local team 
of artists, landscape architects, city planners and 
other community members.

The 4000 
block of 
South 
Wayne 
Avenue 
includes the 
Friendly Fox  
coffeehouse 
and Born 
Again 
Quilts. Both 
buildings 
received 
ARCHIE 
Awards for 
restoration. 
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Growing up in Maine

Fairfield was not a native Hoosier but a 
transplant from the rugged shores of Maine. 

Asa was born to William and Mary King Fair-
field on Jan. 28, 1797, in Arundel, York Coun-
ty, Maine. William Fairfield was a “sailing 
master,” as sea captains were called then, and 
served during the Revolutionary War, includ-
ing as an aide to Gen. George Washington at 
Valley Forge in the winter of 1777-78. 

William Fairfield married twice in his life. 
His first wife, Sarah Burnham, died young 
at the age of 27, and William remarried the 
same year as her death in 1790. All together, 
William Fairfield had 18 children, four by his 
first wife and 14, including Asa, by his second 
wife, Mary King. 

Many of the men of Arundel were sailors 
and it is not hard to imagine that each male 
child was expected to pull his own weight 
as early as possible. It is believed that Asa 
Fairfield first went to sea with his father at 
the age of nine. His brothers James and Oliver 
went to sea as well, and the Fairfield sail-
ors were part of the growing strength of the 
young American nation’s maritime prowess. 

Fairfield at war

America’s rising influence at sea is cited 
as one of the causes of the War of 1812 

between the United States and Great Britain. 
The U.S. also claimed grievances against the 
British practice of “impressment” or forcing 
former British sailors, who had been natural-
ized as U.S. citizens, into service in the Royal 
Navy. The British practice of supporting Na-
tive American tribes fighting against American 
expansion on the Northwest Frontier, includ-
ing in Indiana and here at Fort Wayne, and 
the interests of some U.S. parties in possibly 
adding British-controlled Canada to the U.S. 
fueled the flames of war. 

America’s Navy was fledgling during those 
early days of the Republic, and the U.S. 
government turned to privateering or the 
licensing of private vessels to help wage the 
nation’s first officially declared war. The 
American privateer vessels seized British ships 
and cargo as prizes, which were later sold at 
auction. With maritime shipping at a standstill 
due to the embargo and the war, the Fairfield 
brothers joined in on this risky high-seas pri-
vateering venture. But they were not so lucky 

when the brig “MacDonough,” carrying a 
number of Arundel men including James, Asa, 
and Oliver, was captured by the British just 
as it sailed out of the Maine harbor on Nov. 
1, 1814. The crew was taken to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, where Oliver was imprisoned, while 
Asa and his older half-brother James were 
sent to England’s notorious Dartmoor prison. 
Asa would be imprisoned for six months. 

The war ended the next year in 1815 and 
the Fairfields returned to Maine and resumed 
their careers at sea. At the age of 18, Asa Fair-
field was serving as a first mate on a vessel 
when the ship’s captain was killed in a foreign 
port during a drunken brawl. Asa took com-
mand of the ship and successfully returned it 
to its owner and home port. Now risen to the 
rank of captain, Asa Fairfield would spend the 
next 18 years of his life as a “sailing master.”

Capt. Fairfield commanded a number of 
vessels during those two decades and helmed 
voyages up and down the East Coast, trips to 
European capitals, and the islands of the West 
Indies. His ships transported goods, includ-
ing a March 29, 1830, ship’s log entry that 
records the transport of “1,032 bales of cotton 
from New Orleans.”

Settling down

Asa Fairfield mar-
ried Olive Stone, 

also of Arundel, 
Maine, on June 13, 
1819. They would 
have five children. 
A life at sea is hard 
on the sailor, as well 
as for families left 
at shore and home. 
And by the early 
1830s Capt. Fairfield 
was ready to end his 
time at sea and enjoy his family and the great 
wealth he had accumulated ovet the years. 

Olive Fairfield’s first cousin was Hugh 
McCulloch, who had travelled to the Old 
Northwest frontier town of Fort Wayne in 
1833 and encouraged the Fairfield brothers 
to come west with him and start a new life on 
the Indiana frontier. 

The contruction of the Wabash and Erie 
Canal was most likely the attraction that drew 
the Fairfield family to the wilderness town of 

THE

Capt. Asa Fairfield’s home on a bluff at 815 W. Creighton Ave.

SEA CAPTAIN

THESUMMIT
CITYOF

By Johnny Warren
ARCH Board Vice President

The dilapidated but still stately Italianate villa stands tall 
and proud on a bluff at 815 W. Creighton Ave. The or-
nate third floor tower is long gone, but one can imagine 

the incredible view that must have been possible years ago 
from its double-arched twin windows. 

This nineteenth-century house, known today as the Fair-
field-Nestel Mansion, is one of the last tangible reminders of 
Capt. Asa Fairfield’s charmed life in the Summit City. Capt. 
Fairfield, who gives his name to Fairfield Avenue, is regarded 
today as one of Fort Wayne’s “founding fathers,” whose fasci-
nating life included command at sea, service during the War 
of 1812, ownership of the first vessel to traverse the old Wa-
bash & Erie Canal, prominent business dealings, land owner-
ship, and great personal wealth and influence in Fort Wayne. 

Capt. Asa Fairfield

Capt. Asa Fairfield and his wife, Olive
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Why should the people of Fort 
Wayne care about this home?

People should care about this home 
because it’s a great piece of the 
city’s history. Built by one of the 
“founding fathers” from the canal 
days, and later home to some of the 
city’s first world-famous performers, 
it’s a local treasure worthy of 
restoration and preservation — not 
to mention, one of the city’s few 
examples of non-brick, Italianate-
style architecture.

What are the most interesting 
architectural features of the 
Fairfield-Nestel House?

In my mind, the most interesting 
architectural feature was removed 
years ago, and that would be 
the cupola. Fortunately, we have 
enough photo records of the original 
house that we will be able to 
reproduce and replace the cupola. 
Enough of the smaller features 
such as interior mouldings, curved 
staircase with balustrade, arched 
windows, and the projecting eaves 
supported by corbels have survived, 
so we will be able to restore some 
and reproduce the missing ones.

What are the next two or three 
renovations that must be completed 
on the house? 

The steps that must be completed 
this spring are the repair and 
replacement of eaves, gutters, and 
wooden siding, and tuckpointing 
of the chimney. Also, the loose 
paint must be removed and the 
house repainted to bring it into 
compliance with neighborhood code 
regulations.

What is the biggest challenge you 
have to overcome in continuing the 
renovation?

The biggest challenge currently is 
the money-to-time ratio. Since we 
had planned to do all of the repairs 
ourself, it seems that when there’s 
enough of one to move forward, 
there’s a shortage of the other.

What are some ways people can 
help in your efforts to restore the 
home?

Community support is crucial for 
this type of project. This begins 
with the neighbors keeping an eye 
on it to protect from vandalism 
when we’re not there, which they’ve 

been great at. Dan and Christina 
deserve a special thank you for their 
efforts. 

To bring the home into compliance 
more quickly, we’ve decide to 
move forward with an online 
crowdsourcing campaign so that 
we can get the equipment and 
materials we need while the 
weather is good. 

The support from this campaign will 
allow us to combine our passions 
of video production and home 
restoration into a documentary 
series. We’d like to record the full 
restoration in a “This Old House” 
or “Rehab Addict”-style web 
series where people can follow the 
progress, perhaps even on local 
public television someday.

Since this is a labor of love for 
us, and we plan to live here when 
finished, there don’t seem to be 
any grants or city monies available. 
Anyone interested in donating to 
the cause can watch the Fairfield-
Nestel Mansion page for details 
to donate monetarily, or contact 
us if you have tools or materials 
to donate. 

Fort Wayne. The canal was a massive 
state improvement project that aimed 
to connect Lake Erie to the Gulf of 
Mexico via canals and the Maumee 
and Wabash rivers. 

The decades-long building, com-
pletion, and operation of the canal 
quickly increased the population of 
the young state of Indiana and the 
small towns along the canal’s route, 
such as Huntington, Delphi, New Ha-
ven, and Fort Wayne, which became  
known as the “Summit City” as it was 
the highest elevation along the canal. 

Building a life in a frontier town

Asa Fairfield came to Fort Wayne in 
1833 as a very wealthy man. His 

son, Cyrus, told newspapers in the 
early 1900s that his father brought 
$30,000, or “more money to Fort 
Wayne than any man who preceeded 
him.” Seeking investment opportu-
nities, Asa Fairfield purchased 240 
acres of land south of Fort Wayne for 
$12 an acre from Benjamin Kerchival 
and Ann Turner, a granddaughter 
of Chief Little Turtle. Fairfield and 
McCulloch then returned to Maine to 

bring their families to Indiana. Fair-
field left his fortune in a hands of a 
local doctor’s wife and she became so 
concerned over the safety of the mon-
ey that she sewed it into her mattress! 

Fairfield brought his wife and chil-
dren, along with his father, William, 
and his brother Oliver. Their journey 
to the Hoosier state included all the 
comforts money could buy. 

“While on our way here father and 
uncle each bought a carriage in Pitts-
burgh,” said Asa’s son Cyrus. “They 
were loaded on the boat and we sat 

in them as we rode along in the boat. 
They were the first carriages ever 
brought to Fort Wayne.” 

Once at Fort Wayne, Capt. Fair-
field quickly went about establishing 
himself as a prominent businessman, 
landowner, and “founding father of 
Fort Wayne.” He built and operated 
the first boat on the Wabash and Erie 
Canal, which he called the “Indiana.” 

The Huntington Herald recorded 
the historical events in 1928 when it 
wrote:

“The year 1836 marked the com-
pletion of the canal between Fort 
Wayne and Huntington. The opening 
of this section for traffic occurred 
on July 4th and resulted in a great 
celebration. A packet named ‘Indi-
ana,’ operated by Capt. Asa Fairfield, 
made its initial trip to Huntington 
with a merry and hilarious company 
of happy voyagers, including Judge 
Hanna, Allen Hamilton, George 
Ewing, William Rockhill and many 
others with wives and invited guests. 
A great jubilee took place at Hunting-
ton and Dr. Fate fired cannon salutes 
to add to the festivities. Several of the 
Huntington people accompanied the 
crowd back to Fort Wayne where a 
grand ball was given in the evening.” 

Fairfield also bought the first grist 
mill in the area and was one of the 
first directors of the Fort Wayne 

branch of the State Bank of Indiana
However, Asa’s greatest enjoyment 

was his new life as a gentleman 
farmer on his large acreage just south 
of Fort Wayne. He raised hogs, sheep, 
and crops on his property, the bound-
aries of which included present-day 
Taylor Street to the north, Broadway 
to the west, Hoagland to the east, and 
Packard to the south. 

At home in Fort Wayne

The old sea captain originally built 
a log frame house for himself and 

his family at 815 W. Creighton Ave. 
A section on the area, later known as 
South Wayne, in the book “Twentieth 
Century History of Fort Wayne” says,  
“Asa’s sons Cyrus and John watched 
hundreds of Indians race across the 
landscape on horseback to the saloon 
of old Chief Godfrey. Thousands of 
wild pigeons weighed down the tree 
limbs of the forested area. Wild hogs 
roamed and wolved preyed on them.”

The log-frame house was replaced 
in 1858 with the Italianate villa 
which remains to this day. Capt. 
Fairfield’s last decade of life was 
detailed in Fort Wayne newspaper 
society columns, which recorded 
Second Presbyterian Church socials at 
his home and East Coast trips back to 
Maine to “spend the summer near the 
salt water.” 

Olive Fairfield died on Sept. 6, 
1864, and Asa on Oct. 4, 1868. They 
are buried in historic Lindenwood 
Cemetery along with many promi-
nent men and women who were their 
contemporaries and friends. 

After the Fairfields

The Creighton Avenue mansion 
was sold in 1880 to Daniel Nestel, 

whose children Charles and Eliza 
Nestel grew up in the house and, as 
little people, were famous worldwide 
for their circus act as “Commodore 
Foote and the Fairy Queen.” 

After the Nestels sold the house, 
it was used at various times during 
the twentieth century as a hospital 
and apartments. The condition of 
the home continued to decline over 
the years and each new owner has 
attempted to restore it to its former 
glory. During this time the house has 
been in continual risk of demolition 
by the city, but its historical legacy as 
one of the last local connections to 
the Wabash and Erie Canal and to a 
prominent Fort Wayne pioneer family 
has saved it from the wrecking ball 
time and time again. 

The house is currenly privately 
owned and the homeowners are 
working themselves to stabilize the 
structure and eventually restore it. 
Unfortunately, most of the interior of 
the house has been gutted by previ-
ous owners, but the structure is said 
to be sound and the interior does re-
tain some neat architectural features, 
such as the large, original wooden 
pocket doors, which the owners re-
port are in great working condition. 

The owners maintain a Face-
book page under the name “The 
Fairfield-Nestel Mansion” and post 
updates about their work in prog-
ress. They also plan to launch a “Go 
Fund Me” internet campaign to raise 
funds to film a documentary of the 
restoration. It is their hope that the 
house will soon be livable once again 
and that it will become a jewel of the 
Creighton-Home neighborhood. 

Eliza and Charles Nestel, famous worldwide 
for their circus act “Commodore Foote and 
the Fairy Queen.”

Q&A with Ben Roney, owner of the Fairfield-Nestel House

One of the original features of the Fairfield-
Nestel house that still exist are these porch 
brackets.



12  ARCH MAGAZINE    ARCH MAGAZINE  13

S U P P O RT I N G  A RC HS CO R E C A R D

Hillcrest School 

WIN The former Hillcrest School on 
Tillman Road was added to the 

endangered list under the umbrella of Historic 
Township-Era Schools. At one time, a pro-
posed homeless veteran’s housing project was 
proposed on the site. When it became appar-
ent that federal funds would not be granted to 
demolish and rebuild on the site of this 
National Register-eligible building, the plan 
was abandoned. ARCH removed it from our 
Endangered List but has kept a close eye on 
its future. In December 2014, the Fort Wayne 
Housing Authority released a Request for 
Proposals for the revitalization of the historic 
Hillcrest School as low-income housing. We 
are looking forward to seeing what the new 
future is for Hillcrest! 

Franklin School

LOSS Unfortunately, not every property 
we put on our Endangered List 

comes to a happy ending. After months of 
trying to save the Franklin School on St. 
Mary’s Avenue, demolition began in Decem-
ber. The site is destined to become a new 
neighborhood park with a splash pad. All was 
not lost, however; ARCH was consulted about 
the park design, which will incorporate the 
entrance arches of the historic building as part 
of the new park design. Thanks go to Deputy 
Mayor Karl Bandemer and landscape architect 
Alec Johnson for coming up with a design that 
incorporates at least some of the old Franklin 
School.

ARCH Member and Volunteer: 
Sarah Schmidt

Why am I a member of ARCH? In short, I 
strongly believe in what ARCH’s vision and 
action in Fort Wayne. I firmly stand behind 
advocating for our community’s past. 

Historic preservation is essential for an 
abundance of reasons. 

It preserves Fort Wayne’s heritage in a 
variety of ways: architecturally, aesthetically, 
historically, and characteristically. It shows 
us old ways of building, creating, and living 
life, and it reminds our residents of our past 
successes and trials. 

Preservation is creative, imaginative, en-
gaging, and practical. When we turn a factory 
into an art museum, a home into a care 
facility, or a stable into a student center, we 
are doing what humans are made to do: make 
stuff. It turns on our brains to think outside of 

the box and see beautiful things out of a usu-
ally less-than-perfect space. Once we use our 
minds to create, we turn an empty space into 
a place of sharing something new and most 
often, creating revenue. 

Historic preservation sets people apart. We 
are able to attract others to our communities 
when we use our past to create our future. 

Basically, it creates a larger sense of com-
munity because it binds people together with 
their common past, but binds them together 
as well for their future because they work 
together to make something new. 

I feel like ARCH is still a hidden gem. I 
would love the organization to expand in ev-
erything. My hope is for a larger part of Fort 
Wayne to support ARCH to continue restoring 
places in need. Whether it’s financially, of-
fering their services at a reduced cost to help 
restore, or volunteering, my hope would be 
that many people see ARCH’s value. 

City rejects ARCH’S proposal  
for State Boulevard

One of ARCH’s longest advocacy projects 
has been protecting the Brookview-Irvington 
Park Historic District from adverse effects of 
public infrastructure projects. Our concern 
is that these projects will demolish so many 
houses as to change the feel of the neighbor-
hood that makes it so charming and historic. 

Beginning in 2007 when some of these 
threats first came to light, ARCH tried to pro-
tect this neighborhood located on the “curve” 
of State Boulevard, just west of Clinton along 
Spy Run Creek. 

The neighborhood features houses designed 
by pioneering female architects Grace Cros-
by and Joel Ninde. The distinctive winding 
streets were designed by nationally famous 
landscape architect Arthur Shurcliff, who co-
founded the nation’s first landscape architec-
ture school at Harvard. 

Along with Indiana Landmarks, Friends of 
the Parks, and the neighborhood associations 
of both Brookview and Irvington Park, ARCH 
was able to present an alternate plan that 
preserved more of the historic fabric than 
the city-sponsored alternative. Designed by 
landscape architecture firm StorrowKinsella 
Associates and traffic-engineering firm Trans-
portation Solutions, both of Indianapolis, 
the plan took into account “best practices” of 
neighborhood revitalization, context-sensitive 
planning solutions, and a holistic multi-modal 
approach to transportation. 

The plan would have used already cleared 
land south of the current State Boulevard 
to construct a new two-lane through road 
that would allow the “old” State to become a 
low-volume neighborhood street. 

ARCH’s plan was rejected in favor of the 
one presented by the city. That plan will 
widen and straighten State Boulevard to four 
lanes plus turn lanes.

Join ARCH to benefit our city’s 
history — and yourself!

Take an active interest in preserving Allen 
County’s heritage by joining ARCH!

ARCH is funded through Arts United of 
Greater Fort Wayne, corporate support, 
grants from local and state organizations, 
and private and corporate memberships. Our 
strength is in our numbers. 

As a member of ARCH you will enjoy these 
benefits:

Individual & Family ($20 & $35):
• Advance notice of events, tours, and 

activities
• A periodical keeping you up-to-date on 

preservation topics and ARCH news
• Reduced ticket prices to events, tours,  

and activities
• Early entrance to the Historic Home & 

Garden Tour before the general public

Pillar ($125):
• Two tickets to the annual Historic Home 

and Garden Tour
• The same benefits of the individual or 

family memberships

Cornerstone ($500):
• Two tickets to the annual Historic Home 

and Garden Tour
• Two tickets to any guided ARCH tour
• The same benefits of the individual and 

family memberships

Pinnacle ($1,000):
• Free entrance and reservations to all 

ARCH events and tours
• The same benefits of the individual and 

family memberships

Volunteering
ARCH volunteer opportunities are available 

in following areas:
• Tour guide
• Fund raising and special events
• Research and publications
• Office support

Spy Run Creek
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Note: this is a sketch-level
diagrammatic concept drawing.
Roadway elements are  proximate in
scale and intended to illustrate general
feasibility and proof of concept.
Additional traffic engineering and
roadway geometric study is required
for project scope development.

Plan Keynotes

Historic State Boulevard convert
as local street & bike boulevard

New State Boulevard alignment

Clinton/State  2-lane hybrid urban
roundabout with  signalized
eastbound left turn bypass

"Smart" roundabout signal
-metered approaches to create
gaps and balance flow during
peak periods, and to provide
pedestrian crossing synchronized
with those phases (short/rolling
yield or stop signal phases)

Optional bypass lanes to reduce
roundabout circulating traffic
loads

New Spy Run Creek 2-lane
bridge

Spy Run Creek bike/ped bridge
 Retrofit existing bridge or
 New multi-use path bridge

Westbrook/Edgehill single lane
urban roundabout w/ local street
access

Bike-Ped path system

Edgehill Avenue cul de sac
alternative

Eastbrook Drive cul de sac
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Sketch Plan B
Storrow Kinsella Associates   urban design & planning for places | connections|strategies
in collaboration with
Transportation Solutions, LLC. | connecting the dots

Consulting Parties:
ARCH, Inc./ Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana
Brookview-Irvington Neighborhood Associations

Fort Wayne Historic State Boulevard
Consulting Parties Sketch Plan Alternatives Study
City of Fort Wayne Project/INDOT DES# 0400587

Tax information

Contributions to ARCH 
are tax deductible in 
accordance with IRS 
Code regulations. 
ARCH is a tax-exempt, 
nonprofit, educational, 
charitable institution 
under state and federal 
laws. Ten dollars of your 
membership dues has 
been determined to 
represent cost of service; 
the balance of your dues 
payment may be tax 
deductible.

Join ARCH today!
Call (260) 426-5117  
or visit archfw.org/join

ARCH’s plan 
included two 
roundabouts 

and a 
new State 
Boulevard 

bypass.
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Lecture: Learn How 
to Preserve Your 
Neighborhood
SATURDAY, FEB. 28, 11 A.M.

DOWNTOWN ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, MEETING ROOM C

FREE

Grant Shipley of Wildwood Park and Westley 
Falcaro of Lafayette Place team up for 
a lecture on neighborhood preservation. 
Topics include limiting neighborhood 
rentals, tools for dealing with bank-owned 
vacant houses, and neighbors joining to do 
a rehab house project in Lafayette Place.

Lecture: 10 Fort Wayne 
Firsts
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 11 A.M.

DOWNTOWN ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, MEETING ROOM C

FREE 

Karen Richards, Allen County Prosecutor 
and ARCH board president,  will present 
a lecture on 10 firsts in Fort Wayne. Fort 
Wayne can claim the invention of magnet 
wire from which came a host of firsts 
including handheld calculators, video 
games, and television, not to mention 
baking powder, washing machines and 
the NBA.

Lecture: How and Why 
Historic Districts Work
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 11 A.M. 

DOWNTOWN ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, GLOBE ROOM

FREE 

Andy Downs, director of the Mike Downs 
Center for Indiana Politics, will present a 
lecture on how and why historic districts 
work, and their economics. Statistics show 
that historic districts appreciate from 22 
to 131 percent faster than unprotected 
districts. Let’s let Andy tell us why.

Lecture: The Allen County 
Survey
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 11 A.M.

DOWNTOWN ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, MEETING ROOM C

FREE 

Jill McDevitt will present an update on the 
Allen County Survey, which is documenting 
all of the historic structures in Allen County. 
Learn about the newly designated historic 
districts that she has documented as well 
as plans for next year’s survey.

Southwood Park  
Home & Garden Tour
SATURDAY, JUNE 27

Dearly Departed Tour
MONDAY, JULY 13

LINDENWOOD CEMETERY

Harrison Hill  
Home & Garden Tour
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29

On Dec. 5, ARCH hosted its annual Holi-
day Jewels fund raiser. About 125 guests 
attended this fundraiser, surpassing 

expectations. The fundraiser was a progres-
sive feast that was held at three properties 
that ARCH owns in three different states of 
restoration:

• The Dr. Merchant Huxford House on  
Tennessee Avenue

• The Canton Laundry buildings on  
Broadway

• The Alexander T. Rankin House on  
Lafayette Street. 

Because of these locations, Holiday Jewels 
had a theme throughout the night, a “begin-
ning, middle, and end,” reflecting ARCH’s 
mission and restoration efforts. 

The Dr. Merchant Huxford House was the 
first stop of the night. This location, an 1854 
Greek Revival house, gave attendees a chance 
to view a project in the earlier stages of resto-
ration. They toured the inside of the house as 
they enjoyed drinks and appetizers. The main 
highlights of the Merchant Huxford House 
were the recently restored windows, formerly 
boarded over but now visible. One popular  
feature of this house was seeing the supposed 
timbers from the last American fort in Fort 
Wayne that were used to construct the house. 

The next stop was the Canton Laundry 
building and the building adjacent, an ex-
ample of the middle stages of restoration. 
These Italianate-style buildings were built in 

the 1880s and are some of the few remaining 
buildings of this kind in Fort Wayne. Here, 
guests were served dinner and drinks and 
were able to tour both of these buildings. 

The Alexander T. Rankin House was the 
last stop of the night. This house has been 
an ongoing restoration project of ARCH’s for 
the past 15 years and also serves as its  office. 
The Rankin house is in the last stages of 
restoration. The first floor of this house is a 
completed project. Guests were able to see the 
recently restored and remodeled bathrooms, 
kitchen, and fireplace. Desserts and coffee 
were offered as the night winded down.

Holiday Jewels serves as ARCH’s lone fund-
raiser throughout the year and also provides 
a chance for members and nonmembers of 
ARCH to enjoy good food, camaraderie, and 
appreciation for preserving history by restor-
ing buildings that reflect Fort Wayne heritage.

 ARCH would like to thank the Bagel Sta-
tion for providing the food and drinks at all 
three stops throughout the night.  

Grant Shipley Westley Falcaro

Holiday Jewels event a hit

Find out more about 
upcoming ARCH events 
and register online:  

archfw.org/events




